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Alston Moor Partnership

Town Hall, Alston, Cumbria CA9 3RF

Telephone: 01434 381639  Fax: 01434 382076  

email: sam @cybermoor.org.uk

Environmental Enhancement Working Group
Tuesday, 20 April  2004


Notes of the meeting of the Environmental Enhancement Working Group held on Tuesday, 20 April 2004 in Alston Town Hall at 1.30pm

	Present:

Jules Cadie (Alston Moor Business Association)

Sheila Enwood (East Cumbria Countryside Project

Sam Gilchrist (Regeneration Officer)

Phil Gray (East Cumbria Countryside Project)

Shane Harrison (North Pennines AONB Partnership)

Chris Johnson (Alston Moor Partnership)

Bronwen Lewis (Resident)

Dick Phillips (Alston Moor Newsletter)

Chris Woodley-Stewart (North Pennines AONB Partnership)


Apologies

Tom Bell, Simon Danby, Dave Flush, Sally Orrell, Alastair Robertson.

Election of chairman.

It was agreed that the elected chairman should be a local person, but as no one came forward Chris Woodley-Stewart agreed to chair the meeting.  Agenda item for next meeting.

 1.
Matters arising

AONB Interpretation Audit - Chris Woodley-Stewart reported that the AONB interpretation audit includes Alston Moor. Shane Harrison is working on it and will look at what is there already eg leaflets, brochures, guided walks etc, review their effectiveness and identify gaps in the market. The project should be finished by the end of July. 
High Mill Restoration – has been included as a pipeline project for community chest funding. The AONB Partnership are willing to talk to the Heritage Trust, to get an update on progress, and can offer a small grant. 

Alston Crosses – no progress to report. (Correction from the last minutes – the crosses are Hartside Cross, Long Cross, Blakelaw Cross, Killhope Cross and Short’s Cross.) 

It is understood that Alastair Robertson has more time to work on the booklet, now the Walton Memorial project is reaching completion. Dick Phillips reported that it would be difficult to convene a meeting of the original members, as some had left the area and others were very busy. It was suggested that Ray Cummins might be willing to represent the Alston Churches. Chris Woodley-Stewart confirmed that the AONB Partnership would be interested in getting involved and offered to convene a new meeting.  

Town Trail & Walks booklets– the parish council has agreed to submit the Town Trail project to the community chest for funding, and are working on a new leaflet with Alastair Robertson and Alston Moor Historical Society. The revised town trail could include the Walton Memorial, High Mill Wheel and lonning walls.

ECCP are reviewing their series of walks and would welcome any comments. Suggested that they contact the Information Centre staff. 

The Walton Memorial Restoration project – the inaugural ceremony will be held on 6th July. Video footage has been taken during the restoration process. The project includes an interpretation panel.

Restoration of Cast Iron Signposts – the project has been mentioned to the parish council, but needs someone to take a lead.  Agreed to put in on the council agenda. Chris Woodley-Stewart offered to contact Simon Danby about his photographic survey, as much of the work might already have been done and Phil Gray agreed to contact Dalston and Wetheral parish councils about their restoration projects. The county council will also need to be contacted to attain their approval to restore the signs. Agreed to report back to the next meeting. 

Community Composting scheme – no update, Meryl Baker is too busy at present to follow this up. It was advertised on Cybermoor to see if there was any interest, but no one has come forward. Bronwen Lewis said she would be interested in following it up, and it was suggested she could make a start by contacting the Agenda 21 project. 

Nenthead Mines Green Housing project – it was reported that a feasibility study has been commissioned to progress the project. 

3.
Alston Moor Environmental Appraisal Project

Phil Gray reported that the parish council have agreed to be the lead body for an environmental appraisement of the approach roads into Alston, with ECCP and the Regeneration Officer looking after the funding side. 

The appraisal will identify eyesores, fly tipping, fallen down walls and opportunities for improvement. The project includes a display, which will enable the appraisal team to show people what is happening, and take note of any feedback offered. Stage 2 looks at strategies for tackling the problem through the production of an action plan.

The parish council has offered to contribute up to £200, and applications can also be made to the community chest, neighbourhood forum and landfill tax grant scheme. The AONB Partnership offered to work with ECCP, which could be used as an ‘in kind’ contribution towards the project. 

The Environment Factory project was discussed briefly, and it was agreed that consideration should be given to taking it forward in some way. The appraisal should identify what tasks and skills are required, and if possible employ local people to do the work. However, added value could be given if people were able to obtain a qualification, recognised by the Land Based industries. It was suggested that the working group could set up a trading arm, which could be made more viable by bringing in people for training from beyond the local area. Discussion about this was beyond the scope of the meeting, so a separate brainstorming session was suggested. 

4.
Any Other Business

Green Burials - Bronwen Lewis reported on a paper she had produced about green burials, a service which could be provided within Alston Moor. She was aware that this is something that needs to be treated with sensitivity, and would like to find out how the concept is viewed by the community. It was suggested that she put an article in the next Alston Moor Newsletter, and attend the Annual Parish Meeting to speak briefly about green burials. 

Vital Villages Exhibition – Sam Gilchrist reported that the exhibition is planned for the week beginning 24th May. 

AONB Environmental Action Programme – Chris Woodley-Stewart reported that the AONB Partnership have been involved with an appraisal of the South Tyne Valley which takes an overview of environmental, and countryside access works. Projects will then be prioritised and funding sought, possibly for themed funding bids such as a project on chapels across the area. They are also carrying out a survey into environmental impacts on the main rivers, which will feed into the South Tyne Valley appraisal.  

Role of working groups – it was suggested that the group could scrutinise pipeline projects for their environmental impact, and that other groups use their particular area of expertise eg economic/business aspects to inform the projects. 

	ACTION POINTS
	

	High Mill update
	AONB

	Convene Alston Crosses meeting
	AONB

	Town Trail
	AMPC

	Cast Iron Signposts
	AMPC/AONB/ECCP

	Community Composting – follow up
	B. Lewis

	Environment Factory training brainstorm
	J. Cadie


5.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th July at 1.30pm in Alston Town Hall.
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