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Notes of the meeting of the Environmental Enhancement Working Group held on Tuesday, 13 July 2004 at The Cumberland Hotel at 1.30pm

	Present:

Simon Danby (Local resident)

Sam Gilchrist (Regeneration Officer)

Shane Harris (North Pennines AONB Partnership)

Chris Johnson (Alston Moor Partnership)

Ted Thompson (Local resident)


Apologies

Phil Gray, Bronwen Lewis, Dick Phillips

Election of chairman.

Simon Danby agreed to chair the meeting. 

Windfarm Project

Ted Thompson had been invited to the meeting to discuss a proposal he had for a wind farm project, and the group agreed to take this matter as the first agenda item. Ted reported that he had spoken with a representative from the Claren Project, about the potential for a wind farm on land owned by the Fairhill Estates Charity. It is close to Hodgson Bros workshops, above Alston, on the Nenthead road and a site visit has determined that it is a good site for a wind farm, with the advantage of being only a short distance from the electricity sub-station. The tenant has been consulted and at this stage does not seem to have any major objections. The other advantage of this site is that it is owned by a charity, which benefits the local community, and any rental income will be put back into the community. Ted said that he envisaged a scheme along the lines of the Baywind Wind farm, in Cumbria with perhaps three community owned windmills. (Baywind have sole shares to finance their scheme). 

It was observed that the AONB Partnership have issued guidelines on wind farms in their Management Plan for the North Pennines AONB, and would need to look carefully at any scheme in terms of scale and the effect on the landscape quality. Plus, with consideration now being given to large scale offshore wind farms, there might be a question mark over the future of smaller land based schemes. However, it was agreed that the group should be willing to look at flexible ways to generate income. 

It was suggested that Ted considers getting a group together to develop the idea, and to initiate local discussion on the potential for a wind farm through Cybermoor, the local newsletter and a public meeting.

 1.
Matters arising – updates from last meeting

AONB Interpretation Audit – Shane Harris reported that a questionnaire has gone out to parish councils and local organisations to help identify existing ‘interpretation’, supplemented by interviews with organisations/individuals. It is intended to be a light touch document, which will identify key themes, and look at how projects might develop. It was acknowledged that local people usually know their own story, but the AONB’s role could be to encourage communities to work together to tell it effectively. 

The audit should be completed by mid August. 
High Mill Restoration/North Pennines Heritage Trust Projects – no update as yet. Sam Gilchrist agreed to contact David Flush for a report on the High Mill Restoration and the Green Housing Project, and to check whether they still had any proposals to re-instate the lonning walls between Church Road and the old Methodist Church1. 

Alston Crosses – reported that ECCP still holds funds for the project. It was suggested that Alastair Robertson might be interested in moving the project on and Shane Harris offered to contact him to discuss this, with a view to setting up a new group2.  

Environmental Audit/Environment Factory – the application to the Community Chest did not succeed, due to the need for more community involvement, so ECCP propose to revise the bid. 

Noted that it is a good fit with the recommendations from the 2002 Alston Moor appraisal, and that the need for vocational training is still an issue to pursue. 

Town Trail leaflet – Chris Johnson reported that Alston Moor Historical Society are taking a lead on this project, as the parish council are not eligible for full funding from the community chest. First step is to organise a walk around the town to identify what should go into the new leaflet. Shane Harris asked to be informed of the date3. 

The Walton Memorial Restoration project – the group offered their congratulations to Alastair Robertson and the committee on the successful renovation of the memorial. 

Restoration of Cast Iron Signposts – Phil Gray has obtained information about similar projects within the county. Suggested that a local Heritage Initiative bid could be made provided a group is identified to take the project forward. First step is to obtain consent from the county council. The AONB could possibly act as lead body. Simon Danby reported that he has a number of signpost photographs on CD.  

Community Composting scheme – reported that Bronwen Lewis confirmed that the group has disbanded, following the setting up of the green bin scheme. Observed that it does not seem sensible to transport compostable materials long distances, but to progress this project a group needs to be set up and a site identified. 

Green burials – reported that Bronwen Lewis spoke at the Annual Parish Meeting, and has generated a lot of interest on the Cybermoor discussion pages and around the town. The project could be set up as a social enterprise/non-profit making trust, but a site needs to be identified and Bronwen would prefer to take the project forward one step at a time. 

AONB Environmental Action Programme – the AONB Partnership still aspires to progress projects along the South Tyne river corridor, but have not moved forward yet as time, knowledge and expertise needs to be set aside.    

2.
Haggs Bank Sign

The Haggs Bank Stewardship group have asked that it be reported that they are planning to produce a new interpretation panel, and have applied for funding towards costs. Observed that the flora and mining heritage makes Haggs Bank a unique and special place. 

3.
Nenthead Gateway Project

Sam Gilchrist reported that Rural Innovations, the consultants appointed to carry out the ‘options’ study on the land owned by Wright Bros and EDC at Nenthead have produced a draft report. This identifies the need for a new garage for Wright Bros and an improved and user-friendly recycling point for EDC, which could include community composting and recycling of grey water. They have suggested a community garden/skateboard park, and a service centre for knowledge based industries. This could take the form of a multi-purpose building with space for the local arts sector, workshops, display space for local produce and a café. The community demand for housing has been difficult to establish, as the only means of recording interest is through people registering with the housing associations or estate agents and people do not always bother if they think they have no chance of finding suitable accommodation. 

It was noted that the project could fit in with the aim of ‘Business with Altitude’ to develop Alston Moor as a hub for the social enterprise sector, with Nenthead becoming a social enterprise exemplar (Kendal has a similar model with Wilf’s Café). 

The final report is due out on Friday, and the next step will be for the two owners to consider the findings. The report will need to go before the Eden’s Community and Economy Committee, which meet at the beginning of September. After this the key findings will be extracted for wider dissemination. 

4.
Role of the Working Group

The last Management Board meeting identified the need to find someone from the community willing to chair working group meetings and to report back to the full Partnership. Simon Danby stated that he would report back from this meeting, but reminded the group that they still need to find a chairman. 

5.
Any Other Business

None.

	
	ACTION POINTS
	

	1
	High Mill/NPHT projects update
	S. Gilchrist (AMP)

	2
	Convene Alston Crosses meeting
	S. Harris (AONB)

	3
	Town Trail
	AMHS/AMPC


6.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th October at 1.30pm in Alston Town Hall.
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