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Alston Moor Partnership

Town Hall, Alston, Cumbria CA9 3RF

Telephone: 01434 381639  Fax: 01434 382076  

email: sam @cybermoor.org.uk

Environmental Enhancement Working Group
Tuesday, 12 October 2004


Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental Enhancement Working Group held on Tuesday, 12 October 2004 in Alston Town Hall at 1.30pm

	Present:

Simon Danby (Local resident)

Sam Gilchrist (Regeneration Officer)

Phil Gray (ECCP)

Shane Harris (North Pennines AONB Partnership)

Chris Johnson (Alston Moor Partnership)

Dick Phillips (Local resident & parish councillor)

Ted Thompson (Local resident)


Apologies

Bronwen Lewis

1.
Election of chairman.

Simon Danby agreed to chair the meeting. 

2.
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true record. 

3.
Matters arising – updates from last meeting

AONB Interpretation Audit – Shane Harris reported that three quarters of the fieldwork is complete and will be written up November /December. He agreed to bring the Alston data to the next meeting1.
Wind energy project – Ted Thompson reported that he had discussed the proposal for one or more wind turbines on the parish lots with the parish council at two separate meetings. Before reaching a decision the council suggested that he call a public meeting to gauge the level of support from local residents. However, Ted needs to carry out further research and put together a firm proposal before holding a public meeting. He is working with local wind energy consultants but the project is not sufficiently developed yet to provide the factual details people will ask for. It was suggested that a mock-up photo of the site would help achieve a clear response from the public by giving an indication of the impact the turbines will have on the landscape. Simon Danby offered to do this2.  There has been at least three pages of discussion on the Cybermoor gossip pages, much of this concerning the visual impact of the proposed scheme. Ted was asked to report back to the group. 

High Mill Restoration – no update as yet. 

Alston Crosses – the group have not met. Phil Gray said he would speak with Andrew Nicholson, and it was suggested that Alan Kind should be invited, as he was involved in the early days of the group3. Noted that the ‘open access to the countryside’ legislation could help with developing the project.    

Town Trail leaflet – the walk around the town was well attended, and Alastair Robertson is now working on the text for the leaflet.  

Community Composting scheme – no update. Sally Orrell reported that the original group had identified a suitable site belonging to EDC, but the green waste scheme had come along before a local scheme could be set up. Noted that it would be desirable to at least be able to buy the compost locally, although it is believed that it is sold to one of the large diy national outlets. 

Green burials – Sam reported that Bronwen Lewis has submitted a short article to the next newsletter, and set up a small group of interested people. They are still looking for a suitable site. 

AONB Environmental Action Programme – no update to report. Shane agreed to the request to take note of the Alston Moor Vital Villages plan. 

Haggs Bank Sign – Haggs Bank Stewardship Group are considering a small interpretation panel for the site. 

4.
Community Chest Funded Environmental Enhancement Project (paper circulated)

Phil Gray reported that the project has received funding from the Community Chest, and he is working on completing the funding package. (The parish council have allocated £200.)  The aim of the survey is to carry out, in active partnership with the community, an audit of the physical landscape to establish the location of potential improvement projects, which will form the basis of an action plan. 

It was agreed that Simon Danby would ask Jim Smith at the next Neighbourhood Forum if funding for improving the cast iron signposts had been included in the highways programme. Capita had informed Chris Johnson that they intend to repaint and refurbish the signs next spring4. If this work is done to the standards recommended by the Environmental Enhancement group, this funding can be allocated elsewhere. It was suggested that the project could also look at making improvements to areas where there has been a proliferation of signage such as Townfoot, Alston. 

Agreed that Sam Gilchrist. Phil Gray and Shane Harris would form a small steering group to develop the project and report back to the next meeting5.
5
Nenthead Gateway Project

Sam Gilchrist reported that Rural Innovations have completed the feasibility study for the Nenthead Gateway project, which they believe could be an exemplar of green design. The scheme includes a new bus garage for Wright Bros, a new improved recycling centre from Eden District Council, a service centre for micro businesses, and a canteen/café with training provision. There is also space for some of the ideas put forward by the community of Nenthead such as a garden, landscaped walks etc. The report will go to the landowners, EDC and Wright Bros first, and to the 4th November EDC committee meeting, before being presented to a Nenthead Ward meeting.

6.
Nenthead Bingsteads Project

Sam Gilchrist reported that Sheila Crawley, who owns the Nenthead Bingsteads, had contacted her following a Countryfile programme on television. Sheila hopes to restore the site, and has spoken about her ideas to the Nenthead Ward.  The AONB Partnership inspected the site, which has deteriorated over the last ten to twelve years, and consider that minimal low-key restoration could be the most appropriate way forward. Possibly as a small-scale community led local history project, as there are concerns from residents about a large scale project. 

It was suggested that interpretation panels and/or an explanatory leaflet about this site and the Hudgill Bingsteads site could be made available.   

5.
Any Other Business

Haggs Bank Mine Shop – Dick Phillips informed the meeting that the Mine Shop at Haggs Bank is becoming vulnerable, as it has no known owner. The building is of interest, as it has retained the remains of an old forge downstairs; upstairs was used as a mine shop. As the Haggs Bank Stewardship Group have excluded it from their area of interest, there is no organisation looking after it.  

	
	ACTION POINTS
	

	1
	AONB Interpretation audit – Alston data
	S. Harris (AONB)

	2
	Mock-up photo of wind turbines in situ
	S. Danby

	3
	Setting up Alston Crosses meeting
	S. Harris/P. Gray

	4
	Check highways funding for cast iron signposts
	S. Danby

	5
	Steering group meeting for Env. Enh. Project
	S. Gilchrist/P. Gray/S. Harris


6.
Date of next meeting

Mid January – to be confirmed.
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