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Environmental Enhancement Working Group
Monday, 12 January 2004


Notes of the meeting of the Environmental Enhancement Working Group held on Monday, 12 January 2004 in the Cumberland Hotel at 1.30pm

	Present:

Meryl Baker (Ecology with Altitude)

Gerry Bennett (Employment Alternatives)

Simon Danby (The Goods Shed Trust)

Dave Flush (North Pennines Heritage Trust)

Sam Gilchrist (Regeneration Officer)

Phil Gray (East Cumbria Countryside Project)

Shaun Harris (North Pennines AONB Partnership)

Chris Johnson (Alston Moor Partnership)

Julia Oliphant (Employment Alternatives)

Dick Phillips (individual & Alston Moor Parish Councillor)

Alastair Robertson (Walton Memorial Restoration Project)

Chris Woodley-Stewart (North Pennines AONB Partnership)




Apologies

Sally Orrell.

Appointment of chairman.

Agreed that the group should appoint someone to chair the meetings, and would consider this during the course of the meeting. 

 1.
The Environment Factory

The Environment Factory project did not succeed in receiving funding under Objective 2 as the ELU decided that it had too much of a training element in it. Leader Plus have indicated that they could fund the project, but would need to discuss a number of issues with the applicant. It was generally agreed that the project has potential and Phil Gray offered to carry out a review, and consider alternative sources of funding. Suggestions include: the AONB grant scheme, the Local Heritage Initiative (lottery funding), Community Chest, and various charitable funds. Phil will also include a small-scale environmental audit. Some of the tasks put forward for inclusion in the original Environment Factory application will have to be carried out anyway, but the audit could will be of value in identifying new tasks for inclusion in the project.

2.
Interpretation Projects

AONB Interpretation Audit - Chris Woodley-Stewart reported that the AONB Partnership intend to carry out an interpretation audit of the physical assets (strengths and weaknesses) of the AONB this summer. 

High Mill Restoration – the intent is to make the wheel vandal proof by extending the steel cage above the wheel. There is potential for funding through community chest or the AONB grant scheme.


Alston Crosses – Alistair Robertson offered to speak to Andrew Nicholson from ECCP about putting together a booklet on the border crosses. There are five sites: Hartside Cross, the Toll Road Cross, Blakelaw Cross, Killhope Cross and Shaws Cross. Four are currently accessible to the public and it is anticipated that the public will be able to reach Shaws Cross when the open access legislation comes in. Suggestions for interpretation on site included fingerposts, or ceramic panels. The AONB grants scheme might be able to assist with funding.

Dick Phillips had chaired the meetings of the Border Crosses Restoration project and agreed to re-convene a meeting of the group to see if there is sufficient interest to progress the project.

Primary schools interpretation project – the schools are interested in working on an interpretation project about Alston Moor with the Hub and the North Pennines Heritage Trust. 

Walks booklets & leaflet – these projects have been held up by the lack of progress with repairing the town centre Lonning walls. However it was suggested that both projects could seek funding straight away, possibly through the Community Chest or AONB grant scheme. Potential applicants are the parish council, and/or Alston Moor Historical Society. The AONB interpretation audit could be helpful in informing the ECCP walks leaflet.

The Walton Memorial Restoration project – grant funding has been secured and the contractors notified; they should be collecting the stone this week. It is intended to rebuild the memorial on site, with a completion date planned for July. Samuel Kings School are to be involved; pupils will be able to watch the progress of restoration work and visit the contractor’s workshop in North Shields. The works will include an interpretation panel, landscaping of the site and a booklet about Jacob Walton. 

Restoration of Cast Iron Signposts – agreed that the parish council could pursue this project through the AONB grant scheme. Simon Danby has already taken photographs of all the cast iron signposts on Alston Moor, approximately 20. Some are in poor condition, and one in Garrigill has been repaired with fibreglass. Noted that Dalston had obtained grant funding through Friends of the Lake District to restore 40 signs in their parish. 

3.
Ecology with Altitude – Community Composting Scheme


The group have not met for some time and if the community compost scheme is to be developed it will need someone with the time to devote to it. Meryl Baker agreed to talk to Sally Orrell from Neighbourhood Services about other successful examples of composting schemes and to re-convene a meeting of the group with a view to seek community chest funds to research and develop the project. 


Alternative Technology project - The NPHT are interested in developing a project along the lines of the Welsh Centre for Alternative Technology, and have identified potential sites on their land. They are keen to hear from people with any ideas on the use of alternative technology. Although Nenthead Mines is an historic site, it needs to look to the future as well as the past and to offer educational experiences that meet the needs of today’s schools curriculum.  

4.       Agree actions to be completed by next meeting

Working group members to follow up their projects, re-convene meetings etc over the next few months. 

5.
Any Other Business

Agreed to appoint a chairman at the next meeting. 
 

6.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 20th April at 1.30pm in Alston Town Hall.
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